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THE OBJECT OF THIS BOOK is to get a few representative
people, who are likely to have a strong influence on the pub-
lic life of this country immediately after the present war, to
state their peace aims, as distinct from war aims. Many
people hope that those men who were our leaders in the
Great War of 1914-18, who led us through the peace years of
1918-39, and who are now leading us again through the
present war, will leave the shaping of the post-war world to
younger hands. But I thoroughly mistrust anyone who air-
ily lays the blame for all that has happened, and is happen-
ing, on any one group of people, on a political party, or for
that matter, on any one country. Nevertheless, the time has
come to allow the younger generation, at any rate in Great
Britain, to have a say in a future which concerns them
most of all,

I remember vividly a conversation with some German
Youth Leaders of the disbanded Centre Party in 1937 in the
Rhineland. They said: 'If only our Party Leaders and our
clergy had listened to us more, and let us lead against the Nazi
leaders who were the same age as ourselves, then the Nazis
would not be in power to-day. Only youth can effectively
answer youth. The Nazis came ten years too soon. In ten
years we would have been in control of our Party.*

Every day as this war progresses I feel more and more
what a lot there is in that .statement. It is the youth of
Germany to-day who are upsetting all the calculations of our
elderly democratic leaders. A German youth in Hamburg
proudly told an American friend of mine: 'Of course we'll
fight. What have we young people to lose ? We inay gain all.
But if we don't, well, we can bring Germany up again from